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First Douglas

By BILL EATON
- Watch your mouth. around
pid ladies.
> Never mind that it's their
“anpiversary. dent say how
old!

Ron Werner and Arne Hier-
soux had worked all day on
the phenes and cargo manmi-
_fests and maintenance
‘records, and now they walked
out info the chill evening at
Qakland airport’s North Field
and kicked the wheel chocks

Sgm

3hﬂy,

at Santa Monica on Dec. 17, 1935, in American Airlines colors

They started one engine and
pondered its sounds, and
started the other.

Arne said. “This beauty has
been in the air 12 hours to-
day.”

Is that so? Is that right?

Arne nodded. “And weTe
coing to Salt Lake City and
back tonight with her.™ -

Really? That's remarkable
for an airplane that 1s 40 ...

“Shh!'* Arpe put 2 finger to
his lips. 3

Then she doesa't know? She

might? But she’s got to pull a
full load over the mountdins
and she ought to concentrate
on gross weight and winds
aloft and manifold pressure,
and not think about all those
vears? :
Arne smiied and waved. Air
Charter West’s N100ZZ roared
down the runway and into the
air until she was a fading
twinkle of lights against the
dark, and was gone. 3
It's 44 years.

~away from NIWZZ.

The first Douglas DC-3 flew

on Dec. 17, 1935, 32 years to
the day from the Wright's
powered ilight at Kitty Hawk,
and if Orville and Wilbur gave
us the airplane, it can be said
that Donald Douglas gave us
the airline business.

No airline made any money
fiving passengers until the
DC-3. That's why they call her
Grand Old Lady. She earnmed

 Never Ask
A Lady
Her Age

lavan hump into China and
dropped paratroops in Ner-
mandy, and in 1930 she lifted
the bloodied Tth Marines out
from Korea's Changijin Reser-

voir.

A pew DC-3 sold for about
$113.800 - .

Today, at Oakland’s North
Field. Bob Kneeland at Bay

Aviation Services will offer’
along vou: an executive model of a

DC-3 for around $55,000. Knee-

land takes ex-military C-47s -

eut of desert storage at Tue-
son and builds them up into
passenger or carge trams-
ports, retailing for $76,000 to
56,000 3

 that has come to them during

this month’s strike at United
Air Lines.

in

offered a heated cabin asd Kneeland says the DC-3 is Hiersoux smiles at that. Sure Even before the strike, meoves at NIGHT. We've taken

soundpreofing, powered the only airplane that can and that’s why he and Hiersoux and Werner Lad advantage of that and we're 2

brakes and an automatic pi- make any money under feder- Werner are in the cargo built their payroll up to 33, strong feeder for the big car-

lot. Cruising at 185 miles an 3l ‘regulations governing npess .with their DC- and they've got seven air- go carriers, like Flying Tiger

hour she could- g0 coastto- “third level air carriers™ at began early in 1970 crews working on their basic for instance, ing it in
m

coast in 15 hours. with a her weight and number of smallmncngmeﬁeech,and route from San Franciseo to from Pheenix o them at Los

passengers — 3.

Kneeland says that if you 1973 That was

i 1945, Deuglas had built 435 bought 2 new furbine airplane in 1944, and still going.
200 military 3. sav, $1 million and went v, Al

versions cailed C-97 “\a?;e out and sold tickets at $20 2 has three DC-3s of its i 3 = .

Navy. seat in the shert-haul market, has contracted for a fourth to  cargo teo for passenger place turned

Hima- “why, you'd NEVER recoup handie the floed of i jefs 1 ot i :th&f'rs(




